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Aboard the Hokule'a

By Justina Cross
Kalaheo High School
Special 10 The Advertiser
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own at the Fier 7, streaks
of sunlight barely lit the -
sky, which promisad this
January day would be hat, :
For the moment, the Holoule'a was
& ghost town on the water. We « - %
would soan come Lo know it a5 as
alive as ils crew and legendary navi-
gator, but for now it wae just a doy-
ble-hulled voyaging cange bobbing . ¢
around Lhe walers off Aloha Towgt.
A group of us from Kalaheo H|
were al the canoe's dacking as pa
of our Histary Day project (see stor
on Page C5), 8 video about the -7
Hokule'a. Slowly, signs of activith
appearad a5 the crew started Lo afs
rive and load huge bags and coolers
aboard, Among the last to arrive was
Nainoa Thompson, navigator nnd
captain of the Hekule'a, g
I nudged my partner and whis-
pered. “That's him!" He's something -
of a hero to Leens interested n
Hawalian culture. £
| “He was very helpful and en-
| thused, and I could tell that he really
cared about the project. and us and
| seeing the Hokule'a project go fur-
| ther,” zays Malanie Fields, 17, my
pm]ecL partner and a junior al Kala-

1[ doesn't maiter how many
Hokule'a stories | read or pictures |
had seen for our research project, (L
wasn't until this particular morning
standing on the pler, talking to Nain-
aa, that [ began o realize what the
true spirit of the Hokule'a was and
why It had affected so many people:
It's the real sense of community, be-
Ionging, cultural pride, and the effart
o educate people abaut the project
that the canoe and Nainca radiate.

1 never once thought 1'd sail on the
Holule'a, bul that was about to
change,

Self-consciously, Melanie and [
stepped onto the fleating dock that
would take us to the cance, We sour-
ried aboard and stayed toward the
ack so the crew could prepare, We
watched as they perilously stood on
the ralling to roach the end of the

Sec Holkule'a, Page C5
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Video Scene

ABOVE: Adarn and Joel Hijirida watch a5 the Polynesian double-hulled salling canoe Hokule'a
comes back to Pier 7 Saturday. Adam, a seventh-grader at King Intermediate, was one of the 20
first-place winners in the Advertiser contest. His big brother was his guest abeard the cance for a
two-hour *hands-on” sail.

LEFT: Hokule'a crew member Moana Dol shows Kealoha Kaawaloa, 10, and Abégail Thallas, 9,
hoth from Pahoa Elementary on the Big laland, how o raise a sail and then wrap and tightan the
lines to get them safely off the deck,

A sailing trip of a lifetime

By Beverly Creamer
Advertiser Stall Writer

“Look, we're geing the wrong
way,” piped up Rocco Kaheiki, a
evear-old fourth-grader from Pahoa
Elementary on the Big Island, as the
Polynesian double-hulled voyaging
canoe Hokule'a cut through the
waves off Waikiki— -

*The current's taking us out. No
more steering wheel on this™

Kaheikl was among 20 young

sople who got the thrill of a lifetime
ast Saturday. “Better than
Christmas,” said Grant Kamaka, a
King Intermediate seventirgrader.

With master navigator Nainoa
Thompson and half a dozen other




A sailin

By Beverly Creamer
Advertiser Staff Wriser

*Laook, we're going the wrong
WAy, mlpad up Receo Kaheiki, a
B-year-old fourth-grader from Pahoa
Elementary on the Big lsland, as the
Polynesian double-hulled voyaging
canoe Hokule'a cut through the
waves off Waikiki-

“The current's taking us out. No
more steering wheel on this™

Kaheiki was among 20

ple who got the thrill of a lifetime

st Saturday. “Betier than
Christmas,” said Grant Kamaka, a
King Intermediate seventh-grader,

With master navigator Nainoa
Thompson and half a dozen other
weteran Hokule'a erew members,
they spent two hours jibing and
tacking and steering and hoistin
aboard the cange that has stimulated

. a pesurgence of traditional

navigational skills and lore
throughout the Pacific.

The young people were the
firat-place winners in the Advertiser's
statewide contest to correctly
estimate the number of days it took
the Hokule'a to return home from
Rarotonga last fall on the last leg of
a "Voyage of Education.”

The day's outing gave a glimpse of
the canoe's potential a8 3 hands-on
teaching toal, something envisioned
by Thompson and the Hawail
Maritime Center, which owns the
canoe and plans educational programs
around it, including Saturday’s
“Hokule's Day.” (See box)

“Hands-on stuff is what sinks in,”
sald UH-Hile nursing student Deb
Wingard, one of only four adulis
among the tolal number of 50 first-
and second-place winners,

Thompson envisions an
ever-expanding educational program
with Hokule'a as a floating classroom
to teach students not only about
ancient culture, but about themselves
and how to reach geals, take
rogponsibility, meet shallenges, and
salve problems,

“Where's East?" he asked,
beginning with the fundamentals of
how to pesition yourzelf on the coean
with nothing but wind, sun, mooa,
stars and waves to help,

“Thataway,” piped up 12vearold
Adam Hifirida, a King Intermediate
seventh-grader, waving an arm in
several directions — one of which
almost certainly incleded East.

Suddenly, swells hit the cance,

g trip

of a lifetime
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Nainoa Thompson gives Saturdey's guast crew & lesson in traditional navigation.

which began to rock wildly = at
least from the students’ perspective.

“Hang on,” yelled Thompson. Y
guys feel OK™" :

Just as quickly, the beat leveled
off, “What makes the swell?” asked
Thompaon.

“The wind,” said a sharp Hifirida,

The “Voyage of BEducation™
journeys last summer and fall to
Tahiti, the Cook 1slands, and back
again, were designed to make the
ancient Hawalian canoe tradition real
for apprentice navigators and Hawaii
students. As part of the program,
thousands of school children plotied
the canoe's progress daily in their
classrooms. +

Mapuana Chew's fourth=, fifth- and
sixth-grade Hawailana classes at
Pahoa Elementary had an ineredible
10 contest winners. The Big Island
children got so invelved that the
school principal has even given

permission to block out a Hokule'a
ﬂ_uq:u:-q:d_an1 an, the courtyard.

“I try"to have them visualize how
titich walking space you have,” said
Chow. *You got 13 people, for 30
days, in this much space, you gota
get along. You cannot just walk out.”

“I thought it was huger,” admiited
Rocoo, as he took up a precautionary
position cloge to the side in case the
swells got the best of his stomach.

Later, he had a chatee to lean his
full body weight against the center
“sweep,” and realize that the long
central paddie ia what guides the
canoe, nol a steering wheel,

“One, two, three, kuki (pulll”
called out crew member Moana Doi
as she led a group of kids in raising

- the central sail,

Wendy Takeguchi, a sixth-grader
at Peariridge Elementary, leaned her
full weight on the rope, and still
almost went flying.

She's doing a vides about the
Hokule'a and brought along her
video partner, Evan Iio, who spent
muzh of the voyage behind his
camera,

“This i for the future of the
children, to learn things we never
knew before.” said Takeguehi.

The cange's size, and especially the
narrow, and constantly damp sleeping
quarters, surprised the children, So
did the lack of conveniences,

“I'd bring better stuff, net boring
stuff like ranned food, eeyoos,” said
Abigail Thallas, a $year-old Pahoa
Elementary fourth-grader. “I'd bring
a computer and computer games
- And @ microwave.”

As the canoe turned to head back
to its berth at the Hawall Maritime
Center near Aloha Tower, Takeguchi
tossed her head led into the water.

“I want the Hokule'a to réturn to
Hawali wherever it goes.”
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NAINOA THOMPSON

He brought adventure
to Hawail's youth

8y Pat Bigoid
Stor-Buliehn

HE traditional purpose of the Hokulea s
ex tions has been to strengthen and
celebrate Hawauans' cultural ties with
the sea
But on his fourth voyage aboard the 17 year
old double-hulled Hawalian voyaging canoe,
senior navigator Namnoa Thompson wanted to
brng the spirit of the adventure to everyone he
coeld possibly reach
The 39 vear-old visionary Hawaunan fulfilled
this dream despite being 1 charge of the most
daring of all Hokulea s vol ages
Covering six months and 5500 mles the
journey was to take the crew from Hawau to
French Polynesa and the Cook Islands They
would return home through'the treacherous
seas of November — something a Holoulea crew
had never dome-before
The trick was to slip between the hurricane
seasons of the South and North Pacific without
be?.git the summer stars

sceéndants. .

He arranged for,
7.000 Hawaii students
to, track the wvessels
homeward progress
from Rarotongs, be-

ra-:lmn::;d te;t‘t re-
ports, and sets of plot-

tools provided by
the Hawail Maritime
‘So dedicated to the 2 y -
eduncitional aspect of the was Thomp-
son that he even hesitated:to*head for port 1n

“Papeete;-Tahjtl, when confronted with an ap-

ching storm on Nov 1 T ~
“:'F:I!:kaa‘id at'the thume r{_m{hhe didn’t ml_{ utlo
~the- cogtinuity o e.voyage for the |
studénts, But concernfor the sefetyof his crew~
became thie bverriding consideration, - =7,
In his to share the'voyage with the
youth of Hawak, Thompson alsb imparted the
inherent danger e T anT

of the challenge
“The ocean 15 really very unforgiving for the
incompetent or ‘the unpr - ofnpson

sald m a Dec 9 address to student body

his alma mater, Punatom School vk
He again seized an coportumty to educate

Hawails mgl‘l:;wlﬂl: !o_lnuﬂcr. 28 1n a hve jownt

TV hookup wi kuléa crew and the
space shuttle, Columbia ; v

Omn July 5 when the Hokulea and Columbia

were both the equator the two vayag

vessels communica ham radio linkup

n Columbia Commander Dick Richards

safid he envied the Hokulea sallors, Thompson
mmmﬁmﬁm the shuttle crew to joun the
sea voyage later m the year
On Dec 4 Columbia crewmen Charles Lacy
Veach, Bl Shepherd and Steven MacLean
‘boarded the Hokulea when the canoe
OO';.hHM in preparation for is final leg to
u
“All of the people of Hawaii have reason to
celebrate Nainoa s ison knowledge and skills
His work to help others toward cultural
enlightenment through hus dedication to No Na
Mame” and to the concept of Hokulea, " sald Dr
Ben Tamura the vessel's physician for the
journey to French Polynesia
“What Nawnoa has done 1 to echieve wictory
without losers "

The ocean s really very
unforgiving for the mcompetent
or the unprepared
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