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Each high .
school
contingent’
will get =
two days

of training -
at Kualoa
in prepara-
tion for the
round-
island
voyage -3

.

Bruoe AasiosThe Honoksu Advirtien:
Kirk Agoan, 17, Lea Weng, 16, Kealoha Bagood, 17, Addana Guzman, 16, and Natash Mancao, 17, head for shore after a

“man-overboard” drill on the E'ala. They and other Waianae High School students are leaming to sall Polynesian canoes.

Polynesian sailing thrives .

]

With wind uncooperative, Waianae students train on land

By Bunky Bakutis
Advertiser Leeward Bureau

HKUALOA — No wind, no sail
- even if 1he class schedule
says salling at 3

That's the ﬂrlr. lesson any
sallor learns: Human timing with
natiral elements is everything,
even life or death.

But not to worry, there's plen-
ty 1o learn about Polynesian sail-
ing, even without the immediate
cooperation of the wind.

For starters, there's the swim
test, canoe gafety and what all
those ropes do and, just in case,
the man-overboard drill.

That was enough to keep a
class of 15 Waianae High School
Language and Studles” students
busy vyesterday and today in
their preliminary training camp
at Kualoa Beach Park. The
training helps prepare students
for a smailing experience around
Oahu, similar to last year's pilot

project.

This year the program has
come of age.

Polynesian voyaging has ex-
panded to four more schools:
Castle, Kailua, Waipahu and
Hana high schooals.

Last year, the Polynesian Voy-

aging Society launched a pilot
project which tock students in
‘Waianae High's Marine Studles
Program for a roun u cruise
aboard the double-hulled sailing
canoe E'ala.

The pilot program was run
with the society's Nainoa
Thompson at the helm. Thomp-
son, an expert Hawailan
learned the rudiments of Pnlyn&
sian salling and star navigation
from master sallor Mau Pialug of
Satawal Island.

New heights for sailing

At the end of last year's week-
]‘:ﬁgl \fo,ug’\:. Thompson had
but praise for participat-
l!.l.l.den!.s their families and
com.mwlity leaders who worked
long hours to support the effort.
Now, Polyneslan salling —
ml_h its cultural roots in the way

dreds of years and its mulu-
tude of nct.l and sclentific
applications __ has reached a
new level.

It has evolved beyond a dream
which began with a 1976 round-
"a’.ﬂl voyage by Hawaiiang to
Tahitl aboard the double-hulled
sailing canossfokule’a. A very

specific sea-faring cultural re-

vival is now a reality In an offi-’

cial state educational program
that gives the ¢ Hawall
a connectlon to thelr sea-faring
past.

Program expands

The Polyneslan Voyaging So-,

ciety has spearheaded this pro-
Ject by acquiring a grant from
the Hawall Community Founda-
tion and alse by supplying-four
instructors: along with Thomp-
son: Keahl Omal, Ka'au MeKen-
ny, Dennis Kawaharada and
Shantell Ching. They all have
sailed on Hokule'a which has
made numerous voyages into the
South Pacific and Pacific North-
west.

According to Walanae Hizh
School Hawallan studles I.elc.‘ner
Linda Gallano, the expansion of
g&rneslatnminnng I8 not stop-

year's pro

Su:mm te.anh.et; ck Gre-
sia is part in the program
to gee if the voyaging class can
fit into his class next year. The
astronomy section 18 a natural
with the kids learning about star
navigation,” Gallano said.

This year’s program draws 15

students from each school ex-
cept for Walanae with 40 and
Hana with eight.

Each high school curl:lng\ent.
will get two days of tralning at
Kualoa in preparation for the
round-island voyage which s
tentatively set to begin with ag

orientation March 16. b
Trip around Oahu l:'-::
‘When the cruise begi:u—

school crews will alternate bq-

tween salling and land-based #¢T

tivities such as fishpond and sci-

entific explorations at stops like

Kahana Valley or Coconut ls-
land.

‘Walpahu students will begin
the voyage by salling the 40-foot’
E‘'ala from Ke'ehli Lagoon 1o
Maunalua Bay. Other crews will
sall to Kualoa, Kahana Valley.'
Haleiwa., Walanae High School
students will the Anal leg of
the voyage around Kaena Poin€
to Makaha Surfing Beach. =

A luau Mareh 22 at Walanae
High School will cap the week™
long voyage for all particlpants:-:

All of this, of course, winds
permitting.
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Learning the right stroke

b e
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Bruce Asaln/Tha Honolulu Advertiser
Hokule'a navigator Nainoa Thompson demonstrates open-ocean swim strokes to Waianae High School
students participating in a Polynesian voyaging program at Kualoa Park in Windward Oahu. In its second
year, the program has expanded to include five schools, including Castle, Kailua, Waipahu and Hana
high schools. The students will get hands-on training on voyaging cances. See story, Page B3.
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